Darvid ¢ Frances Fluwmmner

” Dallas, Texas 75232

June 28, 1996

Mrs. Devvy Kidd

Dear Mrs. Kidd:

| so appreciated your taking my call about a month ago. As you may or may not
recall, | am the individual who was to serve as both a delegate and a member of
the Platform Committee of the 1996 Texas Republican State Convention. The
establishment press is keeping the platform very iow key although it has some
very interesting new planks: A call for the abolishment of the Federal Reserve and
a return to a Gold Standard with Congressional responsibility for coinage -- per
the US Constitution; A call for the abolishment of the IRS, BATF, and a number of
other federal organizations; A call for the disentanglement of the US from the UN
and all UN treaties to the detriment of the US and US interests; and even a call
for the investigation of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Trilateral
Commission.

| want you to know that your book, Why A Bankrupt America?, probably had a
part in educating and motivating the Platform Committee to take a conservative
stance re: several of the above mentioned planks. | believe that each member of
the Committee received the enclosed letter and your book.. | am also enclosing a
copy of the just adopted 1996 Republican State Platform, with various planks
starred that my be of special interest.

Should you have any questions please feel free to call.

Sincer.

David B. Plummer
Encl.: As Stated Y

PS: | just got your Blind Loyalty and | can hardly wait to read it. | believe my boss,
COL Jim Ammerman, is going to place a bulk order
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PREAMBLE

We believe in you!

We believe you are a sacred being created in the image of God. The Republican Party of Texas believes that all men
are created equal and endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights including life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Protecting these inalienable rights for 19,000,000 Texans and our posterity is our mission.

Because we believe in you, we trust you to handle the responsibilities of freedom. We believe you and most people
are good and will do the right thing without being excessively watched and regulated by government. We believe you
and most people possess God-given innate abilities which, when diligently applied, guarantee a successful future for
your goals on your terms.

Our deep commitment to these beliefs is reflected in the fact that the Republican Party has done more to advance civil
rights than any other civil institution in history. Real civil rights are always accomplished by a limitation in the power
of government. Slavery, segregation and genocide are made possible only by the expanding power of government.
We welcome all Americans into our ranks 1o work for those values we all hold dear--God, family and country!

We believe that the least government is the best government. We believe that a local personal government can respond
lo your needs better than a distant impersonal government.

We believe that civic rights are maintained only by individual responsibility. We believe that we must first learn to
govern ourselves. Morals and good behavior are essential to self-government. No government on earth can replace
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the nurturing love found in families, churches and communities. The more that paid governmenl inlervenes in
personal relationships, the more those relationships will be dimimshed, not strengthened.  This is why the more
government spends “trying 10 solve” poverty, education and the decline of the {amuly, the more the problems grow.

We understand that rapidly changing technology has caused many to seek security in strong government and that for

some, freedom has become @ burden. They will sell their future on the altar of the government’s false promises-
guaranteed education, guaranieed jobs, guaranteed security. No government in history has kept these guaraniees.

Where has communism or socialism worked? Not in our govemments, but in ourselves, is the source of ali that 18

great and good.

It has been said that the nobles of ancient Rome came to love their property more than their freedom. In the end they
tud neither.

We will not sell the birthright of all Texans to liberty and freedom on the altar of economic slavery. We believe as
Texans have always believed. We believe in excellence and prefer the opportunity of high achievenment to the
guarantee of a meaningless mediocrity. : o

COMMEMDATION

Que Viva RPT!

Whereas, more than 1,150 Republicans total serve in elected offices in the State of Texas, more than at any
olher time in history, and .

Whereas, the Republican Party of Texas recruited a county chairman in all 254 Texas counties for the first
Limc'mhislury,andhcldaprimarymaHZMTcmcmm&csforthcﬁrstlimeinhistory; and

Whereas, Texas Republicans now control more county commussioners courts than at any other lime in
history, including the Bexar County Commissioners Court, for the first lime in history; and

Whereas, sixty-four Republicans now serve in the Texas House of Represématives and fourteen
Republicans now serve in the Texas State Senate, more than at any other time in history, and

Whereas, Texas Republicans now control the Railroad Commission, the State Supreme Court, and the State
Board of Education for the first time in history; and

‘Wherem,Texanselecwdanothechpubhcangovm,uﬂbythelargestmginorvictory in two decades;
and

Whereas, twelve Texas Republicans now serve in the U.S. House of Representatives, more than at any other
titme in history, and two Texas Republicans elected to full terms now serve in the United States Senate, for the first
time since 1875, one of whom, Senator Hutchison, won with an unparalicied 66% of the vote;, and

Whereas, Texas has not supported a Democrat candidate for U.S. President in two decades;, and

Whereas, in the 1996 Primaries, Texas Republicans outvoted Texas Demnocrats for the first time 1n history,
and by about 100,000 votes, now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Republican Party of Texas thanks the thousands of voters, volunteers, activists,
delegates, contributors, candidates, and officeholders who together have made our party the majority party in the
State of Texas and have made our winning principles standard in Texas politics; and be it further

Resolved, That the Republican Party of Texas humbly applauds Chairman Tom Pauken for his oulstanding
leadership during the last two years, for taking our Party to record heights, and for developing the grass-rools support
that will allow Texas (o once again become a one-party state. Viva RPT!




CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Mﬂmmm - The Republican Party of Texas believes we must, as a Nation, treat
crime victims with more respect and compassion than criminals. We encourage and support the vigorous judicial
implementation of mandatory restitution and collection of such restitution in crimes of property by all lawful means so
that victims of crimes are compensated by those who perpetrate the crimes against them. With the specific exception
of those persons engaged in a public peaceful demonstration, we strongly believe that any person or persons convicted
in a court of law for a criminal offense should not be able to sue in a court of law or receive any compensation for
injuries sustained during or attributed to the commission of the criminal offense and ask the Texas Legislature to enact
such legislation,

Juvenile Justice - We encourage the centinuation of juvenile justice reforms, including trying juveniles as adults for
adult crimes. The Party encourages the growth of private sector programs that deter juveniles from a life of erime.

Right to Keep and Bear Arms - The Party fully recognizes the constitutional right of citizens to keep and bear arms,
and further recognizes that people, not guns, commit crimes.  We support legislation permitting law abiding, mentalty
competent adult citizens to carry fircarms for their protection. We ask Texas Legislators to reduce hindrances,
financial and otherwise, thus allowing Texans to legally carry handguns for their own protection. We strongly support
the proposition that ne governmental agency or the U.N. shall require citizens to register their fircarms. .

Child Abuse - The Party recognizes that the family is a sovereign sphere of suthority over which the state has no right
to intervene unless a parent or legal guardian is convicted of criminal abuse. We also oppose actions of social agencies
to classify traditional methods of discipline as child abuse. Child abusers should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of
the law. Just as the state of Texas has made sexual activity of children illegal, we also call upon the Texas Legislature
to make the dispensing of birth control devices to children illegal.

Sexual Assault of a Child - The party belisves that aggravated sexual assault (forcible rape) of a child should be
considered an even more heinous crime than assault of an adult and therefore requires capital punishment for convicted
child rapists.

Criminalization of Partial Birth Abortion - We highly commend the majority of both the U.S. Senate and House
who recently and appropriately passed the Partial Birth Abortion Ban, which would criminalize the D and X third
trimester abortion. The bill would be law but for the veto pen of President Clinton. We urge our federal legislators to
make the passage of this bill a top legislative priority in the first session under President Bob Dole.

Prison Reform - The Party supports immiediate prison reform to include: a) redefinition by the Legislature that the
goals of the prison system should be the protection of society first, punishment of offenders second, and lastly
rehabilitation; b) punishment should be assessed in proportion to the crime and should not only be punitive but serve
as a deterrent. Prisoners should not be released until they have served their entire sentence. No prisoner convicted of a
violent offense should ever be released carly; c) all prisoners should be required to perform full time useful tasks to
benefit their victims and society, and to support themselves and the systems which their behaviors made necessary.
Successful completion of academic (literecy) or vocational training to prepare themselves for release should also be a
prerequisite to release; d) establishment of a system of “boot™ camps of hard labor for first time drug offenders; &)
conversion of closed military bases into prisons; and f) privatization of the prison system, where possible. We
instruct the State of Texas to take all necessary action to remove the Texas prison system from controls mandated by
the federal courts. We urge creative alternatives to maximize prison usage, such as shift rotation for sleeping quarters,
eating facilitics, work programs, etc. Tax-funded academic educational opportunities should be limited to GED
equivalency and vocational trades.

Extradition - We urge the Federal Govemment to establish extradition policies with its trading partners to bring
eriminals to trial and protect our citizens.

- There are some crimes which are so heinous and so severe that capital punishment is the only
legitimate method of dealing with people who perpetrate such crimes as murder and forcible rape of a child or an adult.
Since the U.S. Supreme Court in Coker v. Georgia in 1976 ruled that capital punishment for forcible rape was “cruel
and unusual punishment,” the incidence of forcible rape has increased 400%. Since the U.S. Supreme Court limited
the states’ ability to institute capital punishment for murder (1972, 1976), incidence of murder has increased 300%.
The Party supports laws for capital punishment which are swift and unencumbered.




Sentencing Reform - The Party deplores the abuses of the parole system and the failure of those who administer
punishment to follow the intentions of the judges and juries who sentence convicts. We call for disclosures fo juries of
actual time likely to be served before parole. In the sentencing phase of a criminal trial, we call for disclosure to juries
of prior convictions of the defendant. We further call for legislation that would enact a system for determinant
sentences where judges and juries can sct the minimum amount of time actually to be scrved in a sentence. We call for
jurors to be informed of their rights and powers as jurors under the law, We support the principle that a jury’s sentence
shall not be amended, shortened or altered by parole procedures.

Appeals - The Party calls for persons convicted in capital cases to be limited to two (2) appeals, one at state level and
the other at Federal level; further, the court shall hear the appeal within 60 days of the appropriate filings by both
prosecution and defendant; and, further, each side shall be granted only one extension of time for a period not to
exceed 20 days.

Judicial Restraint - The Party further adopts the principle of judicial restraint which requires that judges interpret and
apply rather than make the law. We encourage the support of judges who adopt this philosophy since our government
is one of law, not of men. We urge the Governor and the Legislature to remove all judges who refuse to adhere to this
philosophy.

- We urge state legislators to establish consistent guidelines for contributions to
campaigns of state judges in order to limit ability to unfairly influence the judicial process.

- Federal Judges have usurped their suthority under the Constitution in violation of the
10th Amgndment and interfered with the state’s criminal jurisdiction. We call on the House of Representatives and the
Senate to exercise their constitutional authority to impeach federal judges who abuse their authority.

- The Party calis for the Texas Legislature to create an adequate number of courts 10 ensure
speedy trials and reduce backiog of criminal cases in the court system. We urge the Texas Legisiature to establish a
system of accountability that would ensure that the courts perform at maximum efficiency.

.I.IL[&'..R!IQ[D . We urge the Texas Legislature to pass legislation protecting the right to privacy and security of
prospective jurors during the jury selection process. The courts must show the relevance of questions asked of jurors
and perform a balancing test between the prospective juror’s right to privacy and the relevance of the lawyer’s need to
know. The Party urges the Texas Legislature to pass legislation enabling an accused party in a criminal trial to inform
the jurors of their right to determine both the law and the facts and to render a verdict according to conscience. We
urge the Texas Legislature to reform the jury selection process to ensure that educated and morally responsible people
are not excluded as jurors.

DUI - The Party calls upon all elected and appointed officials for more vigorous enforcement of our DUI laws,
whether intoxication is by alcohol or drugs, and calls for mandatory jail sentences. We further call on legislators to
maintain the open container law, :

Dangerous Drugs - The Party recognizes the serious danger to our state, nation, and its youth which demands total
commitment of our nation with all its resources available for a war against drugs. Chemical and drug abusers and
dealers should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the Jaw. We support a maximum jail sentence without parole,
including consideration of capital punishment in appropriate circumstances, to be imposed on sellers, manufacturers,
and importers of illegal drugs. Specifically, we urge that the selling of controlled substances to & minor, or using 2
minor to sell or distribute controlled substances be made a capital offensc. We oppose the movement towards the
legalization of illicit drugs. We call upon our federal government to impose economic sanctions and take all action
necessary against any foreign country that aids in the manufacture and distribution of illegal drugs or that harbors any
drug traffickers. We urge random drug testing for all employees and elected officials of federal, state, county, and
local governments. We support educational programs for children which teach that drugs are illegal, that inform them
of the debilitating effects of drug usage, and promote the availability of rehabilitation programs.

Texas Sadomy Statutes - The Party opposes the decriminalization of sodomy.

Law Enforcement - According to Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution, federal law enforcement powers have
criminal jurisdiction limited to the high seas, federal installations, and counterfeiting operations. The Party believes
that most crime is focal and that the states, according to the Tenth Amendment, reserve law enforcement authority.
Implementing this policy would effectively eliminate the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, which we would




applaud. Many citizens have become concerned about the expansion of federal law enforcement authority and the use
of military personnel and equipment against its citizens, The civil rights of American citizens must be respected.

Clyil Rights Abuses - The Party abhors government officials using intelligence files to spy on private citizens. We
encourage our federal legislators to call for an independent investigation of Clinton administration officiels who have
misappropriated FBI fites. This follows a pattern of illegal search and seizure against American citizens which is
becoming alarmingly frequent. In this era of high tech surveillance we further request our legislators to take
aggressive action to remedy this very real threat of invasion of our privacy. We urge federal and state legislators to
protect citizens who are charged with violations of administrative law with the same due process of law required in
¢timinal proceedings. Examples of administrative law abuses are tax seizures with presumption of guilt, child abuse
proceedings, etc. Courts and prosecutors shall not interpret laws created to prosecute organized crime so as to
wrongfully prosecute or persecute those individuals lawfully exercising their rights to freedom of speech and freedom
of assembly during protests of abortion clinics, or facilitics where abortions are performed.

State Sovereignty - Not only does the Republican Party of Texas proclaim the freedom of the individual citizen from
the general power of government, it also proclaims the state’s proper freedom from federal control. The Tenth
Amendment to the Constitution reserves to the states or the people all powers not specifically delegated in the
Constitution to the federal govemment. The federal government was created by the states as an agent of the states.
Today the states are treated as an agent of the federal government. The Party calls on our state legislators to prociaim
our sovereignty under the Tenth Amendment and instruct our agent, the federal government, to cease and desist from
instituting mandates that are beyond the scope of its authority.

State Income Tax - The Party continues to oppose any personal income tax for Texans and supports the passage of &
state constitutional amendment prohibiting the same. We strongly urge the forthcoming session of the legislature to
paSS NO new taxes or any tax increase and to repeal the modifications to the state franchise tax which resulted in the
creation of a business income tax.

- The State Constitution contains provisions limiting growth of state spending to the growth of
the'state’s economy. We call on our state legislators to strictly abide by these constitutional provisions with respect to
increasing state spending. We urge our state legislators to exercise fiscal responsibility by reducing spending and
cutting taxes. We call on the state to institute a hiring freeze in all areas except criminal justice,

- The Party calls for our Texas iegislators to rescind their call for a Constitutional
Convention to consider a balanced budget amendment. Rather, we insist that our federal legislators propose to the
states a balanced budget amendment (in accordance with the first clause of Article Five of the US Constitution) to
insure the fiscal integrity of the republic.

Direct Election of State Judges- The Party belicves the principle of accountability of public officials requires limited
terms and the necessity to face the electorate on a regular basis. We therefore support our right to select our judges by
a direct vote of the people.

Tart Reform - The Party strongly supports comprehensive tort reform, including caps on noneconomic damages in an
amount not to exceed actual damages and urges the judges to vigorously enforce the provisions of Rule 13 allowing
defendants to recover damages for frivoious and unmeritorious lawsuits brought against them,

Right te Work - An individual should have the freedom to work in the job he or she desires without being forced to
join or pay dues to any organization. The Texas-Right-to-Work Law, while providing this freedom, aiso has provided
a good climate for industrial expansion, higher employment, and a stable management-labor relationship. To this end,
the Party applauds the Right-to-Work Law and encourages our legislators to call for 2 referendum to make this law &
constitutional amendment.

Small Buainess - We urge state legislators to find new ways to mitigate the impact of government regulations on small
businesses and to insure that small businesses are adequately represented in the regulatory process,




* jon - The Party calls on our Texas Legislators to resist any efforts to make Worker's
Compensation mandatory for al! Texas employers.

Prevailing Wage Law - Since the Texas Prevailing Wage Law requires artificially high, noncompetitive wages 1o be
paid to construction industry workers on government-funded jobs, the Party urges our legislators to repeal the
Prevailing Wage Law,

Government-Sponsored Gambling - The Party continues to oppose government-sponsored gambling as a means of
financing state government. Govemnment-sponsorcd gambling has had a devastating impact on many Texas families.
Morcover, we oppose any further legalization, government facilitation, or financial guarantees relating to any type.of
gambling including casino, riverboat, slot machine, video keno, and other games of chance.

mLRggin:aﬁnn;The Party encourages our legislators to pass necded legislation to restore integrity to our election
process and reduce voter fraud. Furthermore, we call upon our state and federal legislators to repeal all Motor Voter
laws.

Fair Election Procedures - The Party demands of Texas legislators, the Govemor, the Secrctary of State, the
respective county commissioners’ courts of all 254 counties of the state, and the United State Justice Department that
afl citizens of the state be guaranteed fair and impartially administered elections. Specifically, a law is required which
will guarantee that each of the two major political parties will be granted the privilege of having either the Presiding
Judge or the Alternate Presiding Judge in cach and every precinct. In countics without an organized party structure,
the State Chairman of that party should nominate the judges or alternates. Substantial criminal penalties should be
assessed each member of each such county commissioners’ court who, by their action or omission, prevents such

bipartisan representation.

Ethics Enforcement- The Party urges our Texas legislators to take all authority for ethics review, investigation, and
enforcement away from the Public Integrity Unit of Travis County District Attorney's office and to find a fair bi-
partisan way to perform these functions with respect 1o elected officials.

Judicial Condugt- We affirm that judges should not express bias or prejudice. However, judges must retain their
constitutional right to speak out about issues such as homosexual conduct, pedophelia, and other illegal acts. We
oppose the enforcement of and call for the repeal of the section of the Judicial Code of Conduct which could be
interpreted as calling for judges to refrain from exercising their freedom of speech, freedom of association, or freedom
of religion.

Term Limitgtion- The Party supports a state constitutional amendment limiting terms as follows:

. Governor, Licutenant Governor, Attorney General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, Land
Cotmmissioner, Agriculture Commissioner, Texas State Senators {two 4-ycar terms)

- Members of the Texas Railroad Commission {one 6-year term}

- Members of the Texas House of Representatives {four 2-year terms)
We call on the U.S. Congress to institute the following term limits: .

-Texas members of the U.S, Senate (two 6-year terms)

~Texas members of the U.S. Housc of Representatives (four 2-year terms)

Preseryation of Repubjican Form of Government- We reaffirm the provisions fot a republican form of government
as set forth in the Texas Constitution's Bifl of Rights [Art. I, Sec. 2; Art. I, Sec 29; Ant I, Sec. 1; and Art. XVI1I[] and
reject any attempt to introduce direct democracy that avoids the checks and balances of the three branches of
government. We believe that direct democracy could be a tool of well-financed, well-organized special interest groups
(ie, gaming interests, pro-choice, homosexuals) to take advantage of a poorly-informed electorate with the support of
the liberal media. This would result in & minority dictating to the majority. Direct democracy would limit meaningful
legislative debate, deny opportunity for amendment, and nullify appropriate and well reasoned gubematorial vetoes.
The result would remove the safeguards to the God-given right to life, liberty and property, currently secured to all
Texans by our republican form of govemment. .

Anpexation - The Republican Party recognizes that our govemnment derives its power by the consent of the governed.
We support legislation that will guarantee residents of the proposed areas 1o be annexed, as well as residents of the
municipalities proposing annexation, the right to a binding referendum to approve or disapprove annexation,




Redistricting- The Party supports an amendment to the Texas Constitution requiring that all electoral subdivisions
within the State of Texas be geographically compact with approximately equal populations. We demand that our
State Legislators correct the problem of the costly proliferation of voting districts. Redistricting should restore reason
and neighborhood integrity with due regard given to maintaining existing communities of like interest without
violating existing political boundaries (i.c., county lines, city and town limits, etc.)

Property Ownership and Groundwater Rights- The Party understands that govemment ownership of land is the
comerstone of socialism. We reaffirn our belief in the fundamental constitutional concept of a person’s right to own
property without governmental interference. We decry the vast acquisition of Texas land by conservancy groups and
government agencies, which potentially reduces the Jocal tax base. We call on our state legislators to reclaim lands
under federal control and retum them to the people of Texas. We Republicans belicve that the-state should neither
make nor enforce any law which may abridge the privileges or immunities of the citizens of Texas with respect to
minerals, water, or property rights without due process of law. We further affirm that groundwater is an “abselute
ownership” right of the landowner.

Quality Environment and Land Management- The Party supports conservation and wise stewardship of Texas’

natural resources. We decry the transfer of control over environmental and land management issues to the federal
government. We call on our state legislators to counteract misdirected federal actions such as the Endangered Species
Act. We believe that our state government must seek & balance betwesn protection of the environment and protection
of private property rights. We believe that the best steward of Texas land is the Texas family and future eiforis that
protect the environment should be encouraged through incentives, rather than mandated by regulation.

Use of Public Funding for Private Projects- The Party belicves the government should refrain from activities that
could be better performed by the private sector. Public money (including taxes or bond guarantees) or public powers

(such as eminent domain) should not be used to fund or implement any so-called “private enterprise projects™ such as
high-speed rail or sports stadiums.

Reduce School Property Tazes- Repeal the “Robin Hood” school property tax. Enable local school districts and
communities to reduce school property taxes by: (1) increased state funding, (2) freedom from costly state mandates
and (3) reduction in non-teaching personnel.

Health Issues- The Party belicves that health care is not primarily a concern of the federal government. We desire
adequate health care for all Texans. We urge our state legislators to insure that no Texan be denied health care solely
because of age, race, physical or mental disability. We affirm that health care choices are primarily a matier of
personal liberty, and we oppose socialized medicine in any and every form. In addition, we urge passage of legislation
which provides for the selection of independent living over institutional care where costs are comparable.

The Party recognizes that AIDS and HIV infection represent one of the greatest threats to human health in the history
of mankind, We view with compassion all people infected with HIV. We call for appropriate research to find a cure
for the disease and ask that the government give full disclosure of the canses. However, because it does represent such
a severe threat to both the health and economic well-being of our citizens, we insist that the epidemic be de-politicized
and that as a society we take all appropriate steps to protect our citizens from this epidemic. All people, no matter
what disease they may contract, are worthy of deep respect as humans. We shouid, however, love them enough to tell
them the truth: Behavior has personal and social consequences.

Welfare Reform- The Party believes that the State of Texas should take immediate steps to stop the dramatic increase
in the number of people on welfare and state welfare spending by cnacting tough welfare reforms. We beiieve the
current welfare system encourages dependency on govemment and robs individuals of their motivation and self-
esteern.  We support welfare reforms designed to break the cycle of dependency by requiring welfare recipients to
work, learn, or train in exchange for their benefits. We believe that welfare bencfits to the able-bodied should be
limited to a period not to exceed two years. We support the elimination of increased benefits for welfare mothers who
have additional children while on welfare unless the mother reveals the paternity of the child. We urge the office of
the Attomey General to take stronger steps to ensure the collection of child support owed for children on welfare,

Homeless and Poverty Stricken- It should be the responsibility of the local ‘commt'mity to assure adequate and
efficient care of those persons who, through no fault of their own or their family, cannot care for themseives. We
encourage private groups to use their own creativity and initiative to explore private alternatives to government
assistance.




Rural Fire Departments- The Party calls upen the Texas Commission on Fire Protection to recognize the need for
and contributions of rural firc departments and to refrain from limiting their effectiveness by imposing unreasonable
and unfounded mandates upon them. :

Childeare- The Party asks that no state agency implement regulations that will adversely affect the availability,
affordability, or the right of parents to choose childcare. :

Administrative Justice- The Party supports the right of citizens to full and open participation in the state’s
administrative law processes. We oppose any amendments to the Administrative Procedures and Texas Register Act or
any other laws, regulations and rules which unreasonably limit ordinary citizen input.

Civil Rights - The Republican Party of Texas strongly supports legislative action that would clearly direct the State of
Texas, its pelitical subdivisions and agents rot to use age, sex, race, color, ethnicity, or national origin as criteria for
either discriminating against or granting preferential treatment to any individual or group in the operation of the state's
. system of public employment, education or contracting.

Support of the Platform- We deplore the hypocrisy of Republican candidates, officeholders and Party offtcials who
support Demdcrats. The Party directs its Executive Campaign Committee to strongly consider candidates’ support of
the Party’s platform when granting financiat or other support. S B

EDUCATION

Local Control- The Party supports the concept of choice in education and believes that quality education is best
achieved by encouraging parental involvement and maximizing ocal control of public schools. The Party believes the
Texas Education Agency should be abolished and their responsibilities transferred to the elected State Board of
Education. We also believe the control of all facets of public education should be placed firmly into the hands of
locally elected boards of education. Finally, we believe district superintendents and their employees should be made
solely accountable to their locally elected boards. '

State Board of Education- The Party believes that the State Board of Education should remein as an ¢lected board.
The areas of decision making authority that were removed from the elected State Board of Education, but have
remained at the state fevel, should be restored by the Texas Legislature to the elected State Board of Education.

Early Childhgod Development- The Party opposes programs which are designed to bring about a comprehensive,
taxpayer-funded, federally-controlled and regulated system of educational, psychological, and physical development
for all children (such as Early Childhood Development and Parents as Teachers). We also oppose a centralized record
kecping system of student information on a national level.

The Party recognizes that peace and order are prerequisites for an environment conducive to education for
both the student and the teacher. We therefore recommend that local school boards and classroom teachers be given
more authority to deal with disciplinary problems. Corporal punishment may be used when appropriate.

- The Party continues to support quality education by:
A. Recognizing the need to maintain and attract competent professional teachers in the classrooms of Texas
* public schools to the end that every student will receive the best possible education; )
B. Recognizing the need for teacher involvement in educational planning and program development for the
.- betterment of education at the local level; o
'C. Recognizing the need to minimize administrative reports and excessive paperwork by teachers not
directly conducive to excellence in teaching; :
D. Supporting spending the majority of school education funds for teacher salaries and those needs which
directly relate to education;
E. Supporting teacher incentives through monetary and recognition rewards established at the local level: -

Traditional Values in Education- We oppose facuity in public institutions abusing their positions to manipulate
students to reject traditional American religious, moral, potitical, and economic values.




Private and Home Education: The Party believes that parents have the primary responsibility for educating their
children, and the state should not have the power 1o force any parents or guardians to send their children. to public

school. We believe that parents or guardians may choose 1o educate their childrer either in a private school or at
home without government interference of any type, be it through definition, regulation, accreditation, licensing -or
testing. Home education has been recognized as a legitimate educational aliernative since the founding of Texas. The
courts of Texas have upheld the rights of parents to teach their children at home (Leeper vs. Arlington) withow
regulation, and the Party calls on Texas Legislators to oppose any restriction or regulation of this parentat right.

School Chojce- Republicans encourage the Governor and the Eegislature to enact legislation which advocates school
choice options, including a voucher system, to-bring about the maximum freedom of choice in public, private,
parochial, or home cducation. The Republican Party holds that such a system shall not be used as an excuse for any
unit of government to extend its authonty over private or home schools beyond that which currently cxists in the State
of Texas. e

\
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Funding of Education- The Party supports a tax deduction, tax credit, and/or voucher system-for families to give
parents the full freedom to choose the very best school for their children: public, private, vocational or home school
education. We strongly urge, in the case of the public school system, that Texas Legislators take all steps necessary to
protect local centrol of school districts, incleding a constitutional amendment reserving funding decisions to the
Legislature, not the courts. All school tax revenues collected within a school district should remain within that schoo!

digtrict ta ba uged at the local leveld, Further, we onnose ]es‘s!at“‘;e educational mandates without available state
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funding.

Higher Education- The Party reaffirms its support of local and regionat institutions of higher learning {public, private.
and parochial). We recognize their commitment to the education of our students and their research leading to
breakthroughs that benefit Texas directly and indirectly. We also recognize them as academic magnets which draw
technologically-advanced industry to Texas, and we, therefore, support a tax deduction for college or vocational
education in addition to the standard deduction for dependents. .

Multiculturalism- We support the principle articulated by Dr. Martin Luther King when he asked that we be judged
not by the color of our skin but by the content of our character, and that our great nation is best served by the joining
together of all peoples regardless of gender racial or ethnic background. We deplore the waste of energy, time, and
resources caused by racial and ethnic separation as well as the hatred and fear that is likewise generated, The concept
“Hyphenated Americans” is totally un-American. We oppose required multi-cultural courses in public schools and
state supported coileges which divide citizens into competing racial, ethnic and gender groups, espouse political
correctness, and promote victimology and racism.

Rﬂigmund.tub.li:.ﬂduuﬂnn: The Republican Party of Texas affirms President Lincoln’s quote

"It is the duty of nations, as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the
averruling power of God and to recognize the sublime truth announced inthe .
Holy Seriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are
blessed whose God is the Lord ”

Since Secular Humanism is recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court s a religion, and our govemment funded schools
are prohibited from teaching any religion, the Party believes that Secular Humanism and New Age Religion in any
form should be subjected to the same state and federal laws as any other recognized religion. We support the return of
Bibles and other religious books to the sheives of all public schools and libraries.

Origin of Life - The Party belicves topics such as the question of universe and life origins should not be constrained to
one opinion or theory. We, therefore, also suppott the teaching of creation science in Texas public schools.

Adult Literacy - The Party believes that the best defense of a free society is an educated public and encourages all
efforts in adult education and literacy.

Bilingual Education - The Party believes the bitingual education program in Texas prevents students from learning
English in the early grades and should be replaced with the immersion method or a combination of the existing English
as a Second Language (ESL) and immersion methods.

Basic Standards - The Party believes the educational system should return to the basic standards which include a
curriculum of reading (with an emphasis on phonics), mathematics, geography, history, science, English, citizenship
and constitutional government and should provide a return to traditional moral values in a disciplined environment.




